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Purpose of Report For NPA to adopt the third of three position statements on 
landscape and biodiversity

Single Integrated 
Assessment

If adopted, the position statement will have a positive impact on the 
Authority’s corporate goals, the Well-Being goals, the SD principle, a 
neutral impact on the use of the Welsh language, no impacts of itself on 
resources (though there are resource implications for implementing 
objectives and actions triggered by the statement).  Its adoption will have 
a direct bearing on Members’ decision making.

List of  Enclosures Enclosure 1 The position statement

Public Interest Test Not applicable

Recommendation(s) a) To adopt the position statement.

b) To recognise the policy and resource implications 
of objectives and actions driven by the position 
statement.

1.1 Introduction

As the third of three position statements prepared by the Landscape and Biodiversity Key 
Work Area*, this one has been discussed and amended following first reading at Policy Forum 
on March 13th 2020.

*Climate change and nature recovery; woodland restoration and expansion; and peatland, river 
and wetland restoration.
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1.2 Proposals

For the Authority to adopt the position statement and to use it to influence decision making, 
drive actions to mitigate and adapt to the consequences of global warming and to achieve 
nature recovery.

1.3 Implications

This and the other position statements align with:
o Recommendations in Valued and Resilient;
o The Natural Resources Policy focus on delivering nature-based solutions, 

increasing renewable energy, resource efficiency and taking a place-based 
approach;

o Emerging priorities in the four Area Statements affecting this National Park;
o The Park’s Nature Recovery Action Plan; and
o The Welsh Government’s letter to Chief Planning Officers (October 23rd 2019) 

instructing them that local planning authorities must be proactive in ensuring that 
biodiversity conservation and enhancement and the resilience of ecosystems are 
material planning considerations and that developments that fail to deliver this 
must be refused.

This position statement also aligns with emerging evidence and guidance to Welsh Government 
provided by the Welsh Peatlands Project.

The position statements are timely because they will guide the development of LDP policy and 
National Park Management Plan priorities.  They will also help to position the Authority in the 
event that the Welsh Government is able to launch a new post-Brexit Environmental Land 
Management Scheme following consultation on “Sustainable Farming and Our Land.”
They also align with the proposed work streams for Land Use and Nature Recovery but at the 
time of writing, the latter are in draft form.  We await a clear indication of what resources will 
be allocated to deliver on this larger, essential agenda.

1.4 Risk

The climate and nature emergencies spell out the risks very clearly and loudly.  There is no 
time to delay; we have to show leadership in our decisions, actions and in who and what we 
support going forwards.  The public at large need help and assurance; so too do land managers; 
and so too do our staff.  Within this upland, wetland and sparsely wooded landscape possessing 
a high number of strategically and culturally important river systems, there is a lot of scope and 
likely to be a lot of public support for restoring peatlands, rivers and wetlands; and this will be a 
key area for negotiation with the agricultural and land management sector.  A key will be to 
secure sufficient interest and cooperation within the sector and to retain sufficient skills and 
staff to help deliver directly and through fund raising, partnerships and volunteers.  
Transformative change is called for in the global evidence reports and this statement is a 
statement of change.



1.5 Conclusion

For Wales and the National Park to make a meaningful contribution to nature recovery and 
mitigating the impacts of climate change, the logic of striving for more, bigger, better and more 
joined up places for nature is indisputable.  Nature recovery and the climate emergency require 
transformative changes, quantum shifts in effort by everyone, now.  Adopting this and other 
position statements nail this Authority’s colours to the mast, and will help to drive our 
ambition, attitude and determination, in this instance, for restoring peatlands, rivers and 
wetlands.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

a) To adopt the position statement.

b) To recognise the policy and resource implications of objectives and actions 
driven by the position statement.


